Comparison of the nucleotide sequences of wheat dwarf virus (WDV) isolates from Hungary and Ukraine.
Wheat dwarf virus (WDV) is the most ubiquitous virus in cereals causing huge losses in both Hungary and Ukraine. The presence of barley-and wheat-adapted strains has been confirmed, suggesting that the barley strain is restricted to barley, while the wheat strain is present in both wheat and barley plants. Five WDV isolates from wheat plants sampled in Hungary and Ukraine were sequenced and compared with known WDV isolates from GenBank. Four WDV isolates belonged to the wheat strain. Our results indicate that WDV-Odessa is an isolate of special interest since it has originated from wheat, but belongs to the barley-adapted strain, providing novel data on WDV biology and raising issues of pathogen epidemiology.